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DEBORAH A. P. HERSMAN 
MEMBER 
Deborah A. P. Hersman was sworn in as the 35th Member of the 
National Transportation Safety Board on June 21, 2004. 
 

Since her appointment to the Board, Member Hersman has been 
the Member on scene at six major transportation accidents, most 
recently, the August 27, 2006 crash of a commercial aircraft operated b

Comair at Lexington, Kentucky, in which 49 passengers and crew members lost their lives.  She
also was the Member on scene at the July, 2005 head-on collision of two Canadian National 
Railway freight trains at Anding, Mississippi; the April, 2005 collision of an Arlington County 
school bus with a trash truck in Arlington, Virginia; the February, 2005 crash of an aircraft 
operated by Platinum Jet Management into an airport warehouse at Teterboro, New Jersey; the 
January, 2005 Norfolk Southern Railway freight train collision and subsequent hazardous 
material release in Graniteville, South Carolina; and the November, 2004 collision of two 
Washington Metro trains at the Woodley Park Station in Washington, D.C.  Member Hersman 
also participated in the on-scene investigation of the crash of an aircraft operated by Pinnacle 
Airlines in Jefferson City, Missouri, in October, 2004.   

y 
 

 
Member Hersman has chaired a number of public events hosted by the Board.  In July, 

2006, she chaired a two-day public hearing investigating the February, 2006 fire on board UPS 
Airlines flight 1307.  She also chaired a three-day public hearing in June, 2005, on the Pinnacle 
Airlines crash.  In September, 2006, she is chairing the two-day public forum on motorcycle 
safety. 

 
Member Hersman is a certified Child Passenger Safety Technician.  She holds a 

commercial drivers license with passenger, school bus, and air brake endorsements.  She 
successfully completed a motorcycle basic rider course and holds a motorcycle endorsement. 
 

Before joining the Board, Member Hersman was a Senior Professional Staff Member of 
the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation from 1999 to 2004 where 
she was responsible for the legislative agenda, oversight and policy initiatives for surface 
transportation issues, including economic and safety regulation of  railroads, truck and bus 
safety, pipeline safety, and hazardous materials transportation safety.  She worked extensively on 
the Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999, the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 
2002, the Transportation Equity Act of the 21st Century, the Amtrak Reform and Accountability 
Act, and numerous transportation safety and security measures. 

 



Prior to her appointment to the Senate Commerce Committee staff, she served as Staff 
Director and Senior Legislative Aide to Congressman Bob Wise of West Virginia from 1992 to 
1999. 
 

Member Hersman earned Bachelor of Arts degrees in Political Science and International 
Studies from Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia, in 1992, and a Master of Science degree in 
Conflict Analysis and Resolution from George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, in 1999.  
She is married and is the mother of three sons. 
 

Member Hersman’s term expires December 31, 2008. 

 

 

 

  



NTSB Staff  
 
Michele Beckjord  is a senior project manager and senior accident investigator 
and a survival factors and forensic sciences specialist  in the National 
Transportation Safety Board’s Office of Highway Safety in Denver, Colorado.  
Mrs. Beckjord began her career at the Safety Board in 1995 while she was in 
graduate school and became an accident investigator in 1996.  In July 1999, 
Mrs. Beckjord earned Diplomat status as a Registered Medicolegal Death 
Investigator by the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators.  
 
Mrs. Beckjord earned her bachelor’s from American University in criminal 
justice, law, and society, and her master’s in forensic science from George 
Washington University.  
 
Doug Brazy  has served as an investigator in the National Transportation Safety 
Board’s Vehicle Recorder Division, Office of Research and Engineering, since 
1992. He is currently a specialist in vehicle performance data collection and 
analysis,  including aviation cockpit voice and flight data recorders, as well  as 
video, image, and data recordings in aviation, rail ,  marine, and highway 
vehicles. Mr. Brazy’s experience at the Safety Board has included accident 
scene surveying, railroad event recorder analysis,  graphical accident 
reconstruction/animation, radar data analysis, flight data and cockpit voice 
recorder recovery and analysis,  aircraft  performance analysis,  video analysis,  
and sound spectrum analysis.   
 
Mr. Brazy has a current motorcycle endorsement from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and has completed four Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) 
motorcycle training classes. He is an active motorcyclist with over 48,000 on-
road miles and 15 years of off-road 2-wheel and ATV experience. He currently 
rides a 1998 Honda VFR 800cc Interceptor. Mr. Brazy also holds a pilot’s 
license with fixed wing and rotorcraft t ime. He has a bachelor’s in mechanical 
engineering from the University of Alabama. 
 
Dennis J. Collins  joined the National Transportation Safety Board in 2001 and 
currently serves as a senior highway accident investigator specializing in human 
performance for the Office of Highway Safety.  Accidents he has investigated 
include the allision of the towboat Robert Y. Love  with the I-40 bridge in 
Webbers Falls,  Oklahoma; the intrusion of a passenger car into a farmer’s 
market in Santa Monica, California; and the collision of a motorcoach and a 
tractor semitrailer in Tallulah, Louisiana. 
 
Before joining the Safety Board, Mr. Collins performed driving research for the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the United States Army.  He 
holds both a bachelor’s and a master’s in industrial and systems engineering 
from Virginia Tech. 
 

  



Vernon S. Ellingstad, Ph.D., is the Director of the Office of Research and 
Engineering at the National Transportation Safety Board.  Dr. Ellingstad joined 
the Safety Board in 1990 as the office’s deputy director and was promoted to 
director in 1995. He supervises the NTSB Materials Laboratory, Recorders 
Laboratory, and Vehicle Performance Laboratory, which provide scientific and 
engineering support for accident investigations in all  modes of transportation.  
He is also responsible for the Safety Studies and Statistical Analysis Division, 
which conducts transportation safety studies and manages the Board’s Aviation 
Accident Database. 
 
Before joining the Safety Board, Dr. Ellingstad was professor of psychology, 
Chairman of the Psychology Department, and Director of the Human Factors 
Laboratory and graduate program at the University of South Dakota.  In that 
capacity, he was involved in a variety of human performance, ergonomics, and 
transportation-related research supported by Department of Transportation and 
Department of Defense contracts.   
 
Dr. Ellingstad received his bachelor’s in psychology from the Wisconsin State 
University at  Eau Claire and his master’s and doctorate in human factors 
psychology from the University of South Dakota.  He is a member of the Human 
Factors and Ergonomics Society, the American Psychological Society, and the 
American Psychological Association. 
 
Carol Floyd  is an aviation accident data specialist  in the Safety Studies and 
Data Analysis Division, Office of Research and Engineering; she joined the 
National Transportation Safety Board in 1974.  Ms. Floyd analyzes aviation 
accident information based on public inquiries and assists Safety Board 
investigators with analytic projects.  She also retrieves and distributes aviation 
accident/incident data and produces the monthly aviation status report,  an end-
of-the-year press release for U.S civil  aviation accidents and rates, fatality 
statistics for all  modes of transportation, and the general aviation and air carrier 
annual reviews.   
 
Ms. Floyd has a bachelor’s in statistics from American University. 
 
Henry F. Hughes  joined the National Transportation Safety Board in 1985 and 
serves as a senior survival factors investigator in the Office of Highway Safety.  
Mr. Hughes has also served investigator-in-charge and as special assistant to a 
Safety Board Member; he has launched on over 140 major accident 
investigations in all  five modes of transportation. 
 
Mr. Hughes has been responsible for developing important safety 
recommendations on fire-retardant airplane interiors,  dynamic testing 
requirements for airplane interior components, the development a carriage 
requirement for the 406 MHz emergency locator transmitter (ELT) and 
emergency position indicating beacon (EPIRB), maritime search and rescue 

  



procedures, performance-based training for airplane cabin crewmembers, 
railroad emergency response and crashworthiness, the single commercial drivers 
license, and schoolbus crashworthiness.  One of his most noteworthy 
accomplishments was establishing and supervising a significant portion of the 
TWA flight 800, B-747 reconstruction.  Mr. Hughes and his team reconstructed 
95 percent of the interior of the B-747.   
 
Before joining the Safety Board, Mr. Hughes was employed as a police officer 
and detective for 14 years.  
 
Bruce A. Magladry  is the Acting Director of the Office of Highway Safety at 
the National Transportation Safety Board.  In this capacity, Mr. Magladry 
oversees operations of the Office, provides direction and ensures technical 
accuracy in highway accident investigations and report production, coordinates 
highway safety program activities at the Safety Board, and monitors new 
developments affecting highway transportation safety. 
 
Mr. Magladry joined the Safety Board in 1988 as a human factors specialist 
investigating and analyzing operator behavior in all  modes of transportation.  
He joined the Office of Highway Safety in 1998 as the Chief of Investigations.   
Prior to joining the Safety Board, Mr. Magladry was a police detective in 
Baltimore County, Maryland.   
 
Rafael Marshall ,  Ph.D., is a senior project manager for the National 
Transportation Safety Board’s Office of Highway Safety.  His professional 
interests include driver distraction, driver health, intelligent transportation 
systems, and work zone safety.  Dr. Marshall earned his doctorate in cognitive 
psychology from George Mason University, and is a past recipient of the Dwight 
David Eisenhower Transportation Graduate Fellowship. 
 
Stephanie Perkins is a program analyst and Assistant to the Program for 
Occupant Protection in the Office of Safety Recommendations and Advocacy at 
the Safety Board.  Ms. Perkins is also a certified child passenger safety 
technician.   
 
Julie Perrot  is a transportation safety specialist in the Office of Safety 
Recommendations and Advocacy at the Safety Board.  Ms. Perrot is responsible 
for following up on Safety Board recommendations in the highway mode. 
 
Kristin M. Poland ,  Ph.D., is a biomechanical engineer in the Vehicle 
Performance Division, Office of Research and Engineering, at the National 
Transportation Safety Board.  She has a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from Cornell University and a doctorate in biomechanical 
engineering from the University of Iowa.  Dr. Poland joined the Safety Board in 
1998 and has participated in various forms of modeling, simulation, and 
analytical studies for highway, aviation, and railroad investigations.   

  



 
Jana M. Price ,  Ph.D., has worked at the National Transportation Safety Board 
since 2001 as a transportation research analyst in the Safety Studies and 
Statistical Analysis Division, Office of Research and Engineering.  Dr. Price 
conducts safety studies addressing all modes of transportation and provides 
statistical and human factors support for accident investigations.  She is a 
member of the safety team addressing the Board’s Most-Wanted 
recommendations concerning operator fatigue, and she helped to develop and 
coordinate a 2-day Safety Board course on investigating human fatigue factors 
in transportation accidents.  Dr. Price also represents the Safety Board as l iaison 
to the Department of Transportation’s Human Factors Coordinating Committee. 
 
Dr. Price received her master’s and doctorate from the University of 
Connecticut in human factors psychology.  She also successfully completed a 
basic rider class in the summer of 2006. 
 
Danielle Roeber  is the Alcohol Safety and Occupant Protection Coordinator for 
the National Transportation Safety Board.  In this role, she promotes Safety 
Board recommendations addressing impaired driving and occupant protection 
issues that have been issued to the states.  She has testified numerous times on a 
variety of issues before state legislatures and has been a moderator or presenter 
at conferences for AAA, Lifesavers (Highway Safety Conference), the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, the National Drug Court Institute, SAFE KIDS 
Worldwide, and the Transportation Research Board.  She is also a member of the 
Transportation Research Board’s Committee on Alcohol, Other Drugs, and 
Transportation. 
 
Before moving to the Safety Board in October 2001, Ms. Roeber was a 
Presidential Management Intern (now called Presidential Management Fellow) 
with the Office of Inspector General for the U.S. Department of Transportation.  
As a Presidential Management Intern and Evaluator, Ms. Roeber worked on 
reviews of the Department’s rulemaking process, the defects investigation 
process for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), and 
the U.S. Coast Guard’s drug interdiction program. 
 
Ms. Roeber has a bachelor’s in political science from James Madison University 
and a law degree from the College of William and Mary. 
 
Meg Sweeney ,  Ph.D., is a technical report writer in the National Transportation 
Safety Board’s Office of Highway Safety.  Dr. Sweeney returned to the Safety 
Board after serving 2 years as a transportation specialist  at the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics.  From 1994 to 2002, she was a transportation research 
analyst in the Safety Studies Division in the Office of Research and 
Engineering. 
 

  



Dr. Sweeney received her bachelor’s in psychology from Boston College and her 
master’s and doctorate in applied experimental psychology from George Mason 
University. 
 
Christopher C. Voeglie  joined the National Transportation Safety Board in 
1997 and is a senior level investigator with the Office of Highway Safety.  He 
currently serves as the agency’s Senior Heavy Vehicle and Highway Vehicle 
Recorder Specialist.   Mr. Voeglie has served as group chairman and 
investigator-in-charge on both regional and major investigations.  
  
Mr. Voeglie routinely serves as an investigative group chairman, providing 
focus and direction to investigative teams.  He regularly participates in highway 
safety programs, symposiums, and hearings at the Safety Board and monitors 
emerging technologies and concepts in vehicle design and event data recording 
technologies.  
  
Mr. Voeglie is responsible for the Highway Office’s Event Data Recorder 
Program including office policy and procedures, interrogation and analysis of 
crash data, technical and analytical aspects of report development, and provides 
agency support for international, federal,  state, and local authorities. He also 
represents the Safety Board on numerous vehicle and event 
recorder based working groups.  Mr. Voeglie is currently assigned to the Office 
of the Deputy Director, and works in the Atlanta Federal Center in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
 

  



Forum Panelists 

Richard L. Alcorta ,  M.D., F.A.C.E.P., is a Board Certified Emergency 
Medicine physician.  Dr. Alcorta started his emergency medical services (EMS) 
career as an emergency medical technician-ambulance and went on to become a 
paramedic in California. As an EMT- P in Imperial County California, he also 
performed as a sworn sheriff reserve. He received his Bachelor of Science 
degree at San Diego State University and in 1983, graduated from Howard 
University School of Medicine and was indoctrinated into Alpha Omega Alpha 
(Honor Medical Society).  He completed his Emergency Medicine Residency at 
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center and in 1986, he was a faculty member of the 
Emergency Department at Johns Hopkins Medical Center.  Dr. Alcorta has 
practiced emergency medicine at Suburban Hospital Shock Trauma Center since 
1987.   
 
From 1992 to 1994, Dr. Alcorta was the State EMS Director and in 1995 was 
appointed as the State EMS Medical Director at the Maryland Institute for 
Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS). He has made numerous 
presentations on chemical, biological, radiological,  and traumatic (including 
blasts) injuries, as well as presentations on incident management to EMS, 
nurses, and physicians. He was the Chemical Stockpile Emergency Preparedness 
Program (CSEPP) State Medical Director through the neutralization of the 1,600 
tons of mustard chemical warfare agent in Maryland.  
 
Dr. Alcorta has spoken as a subject matter expert at National CSEPP, 
B.A.T.T.L.E. FBI, and National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) conferences. 
Dr Alcorta has also been very active with the Maryland Motorcycle Helmet 
Coalition, which was influential in re-enacting the all-rider motorcycle helmet 
law in 1991, which demonstrated a 16-percent reduction in fatalities the first 
full year of implementation and a 41-percent reduction in fatalities in its second 
full  year.  
 
Marilena Amoni  is the Associate Administrator for Research and Program 
Development, Traffic Injury Control Programs, for the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. She is responsible for behavioral research and for 
program development and implementation in traffic safety including issues 
related to impaired driving, occupant protection, licensing, enforcement and 
criminal justice, speed management, emergency medical services, and 
motorcycle, bicycle, pedestrian, and pupil  transportation safety. She also serves 
as the agency’s liaison with numerous public and private organizations. 
 
Ms. Amoni has over 28 years experience in the field of highway safety in both 
behavioral and vehicular programs. She has held several management and policy 
positions in traffic safety programs related to injury control, community based 
programs, occupant protection, police traffic services, and emergency medical 

  



services.  She began her career in the Presidential  Management Intern Program 
as a program analyst.  
 
Ms. Amoni graduated from the State University of New York at Buffalo with 
bachelor’s degrees in management sciences and urban studies and a master’s in 
public administration. 
 
Tom Baloga  is General Manager of Safety Engineering and Intelligent 
Transportation Systems for BMW of North America.  Mr. Baloga is the principal 
BMW Group Representative in North America for all  technical automotive and 
motorcycle safety and intelligent transportation system issues.  He is also the 
legally designated agent to U.S. federal and state authorities for BMW, MINI, 
and Rolls Royce. 
 
Before joining BMW, Mr. Baloga was the owner and principal of INIT LLC, a 
consulting firm for innovation and product liability litigation.  Before INIT 
LLC, he was the President of Britax Child Safety, Inc., a child restraint 
manufacturer, and is the primary inventor on multiple U.S. and foreign patents 
used in Britax products.  At Britax, Mr. Baloga served on the Board of Directors 
for Public Safety Equipment, Code 3, and Kustom Signals.  Prior to Britax, Mr. 
Baloga was Manager of Safety Engineering for Mercedes-Benz NA, and before 
that,  a Senior Test Engineer with Mack Trucks. 
 
Mr. Baloga has degrees in automotive technology from The Pennsylvania 
College of Technology and mechanical engineering from The Pennsylvania State 
University.  Mr. Baloga bought his first  motorcycle in 1978, and last year 
completed the Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s (MSF) 3-day rider-skill  training 
course. 
 
John Brick ,  Ph.D., M.A., F.A.P.A., a scientist and educator with over 25 years 
of experience in alcohol and drug studies, is Executive Director of Intoxikon 
International.   Dr. Brick is a graduate of the Doctoral program in biological 
psychology from the State University of New York, where he also received a 
Masters degree in psychology.  As a member of the research faculty of the 
Rutgers University Center of Alcohol Studies from 1980-1994, Dr. Brick held 
the positions of Laboratory Director of the Rutgers Alcohol Behavior Research 
Lab; Chief of Research at the Rutgers Center of Alcohol Studies, Division of 
Education and Training; and Associate Director of the Rutgers University 
Advanced School of Alcohol and Drug Studies.  He taught courses in 
neuropharmacology for more than 20 years at Rutgers University and elsewhere, 
including the Peking Institute of Mental Health at Beijing Medical University in 
China, and DuPont Pharma in the U.S.   
 
Dr. Brick co-organized and chaired the First  International Symposium on 
Alcohol and Stress in 1982, is the co-editor of the textbook Stress and Alcohol 
Use (Elsevier Biomedical,  1983), author of Drugs and the Brain  (Rutgers 

  



University, 1987), Drugs, the Brain and Behavior: The Neuroharmacology of 
Abuse and Dependence  (Haworth Medical Press, 1999) and has authored more 
than 90 scientific publications on alcohol and other drugs.   
 
In 1990, Dr. Brick was one of only six American scientists invited to visit  and 
address the Soviet National Academy of Medicine on the occasion of their 
Centennial Anniversary - the only American scientist  working in the field of 
alcohol studies to receive this distinct honor.  In 1992, he co-organized and 
chaired the International Conference on Alcohol and Aggression and was elected 
to Fellow of the American Psychological Association for his “outstanding and 
unusual contributions to the science and profession of psychology.”  In 1993, 
Dr. Brick, a consultant to the Executive Office of the President - The White 
House, co-authored the President’s Commission on Model State Drug Laws.  In 
1994, he founded Intoxikon International,  a company that provides multi-
disciplinary consulting services within the field of alcohol and drug studies to 
government agencies, corporations, health care professionals, law enforcement, 
and educational institutions.   
 
Dr. Brick has served on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Studies on Alcohol  
as a scientific reviewer for the leading journals in the field.  In 1999, he became 
Senior Neuropharmacology Editor for Haworth Medical Press and Medical 
Advisor to the New Jersey Association of Accident Reconstructionists and in 
2003 received a staff appointment with the Rockland County Medical 
Examiner’s Office in New York.  Since early 2006, Dr. Brick has been a member 
of the New York State Fraternal Order of Police (Police Surgeon, Lodge SA03). 
Dr. Brick lectures throughout the U.S. to a variety of audiences about the 
biobehavioral effects of alcohol and other drugs, and works in private practice 
as a consultant in forensic psychopharmacology to various state and county law 
enforcement and other agencies. Dr. Brick’s most recent textbook is the 
Handbook of the Medical Consequences of Alcohol and Drug Abuse  (2004), 
available through Haworth Medical Press.   
 
 
Tim Buche  assumed the presidency of the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) 
in September 1996. He also serves as President of the Motorcycle Industry 
Council (MIC). Prior to joining MSF, Mr. Buche was National Sales 
Development Manager at American Suzuki, and held various regional and 
national positions covering retail,  management, marketing, and staff 
development with Suzuki from 1984 to 1996. While at Suzuki, Mr. Buche also 
served on the MSF Board of Trustees. 
 
During Mr. Buche’s ten-year tenure, the MSF Board of Trustees has been 
instrumental in setting and following a course of growth and improved services 
to match the increasing popularity of motorcycling. Membership has increased 
from five companies in 1996 to 11 companies in 2006. Member companies 
continue to increase their investment in MSF activities to support their 

  



customers with a training system that provides safety renewal through increased 
availability of MSF RiderCourses and training opportunities, in addition to 
fostering a safer riding environment through expanded motorist awareness 
efforts. 
 
Mr. Buche led a collaborative effort with NHTSA to convene a Technical 
Working Group charging them with the development of a National Agenda on 
Motorcycle Safety (NAMS). Commencing in 1997, Mr. Buche coordinated a 
Blue Ribbon Conference on Motorcycle Safety ensuring the public had a chance 
to weigh in on the NAMS document content, ultimately resulting in the 
publication of this nationally recognized document in November of 2000.  
 
During his tenure Mr. Buche has been a member of the steering committee and a 
speaker at the Institute Für Zweiradsicherheit  e.V. (ifz) International 
Motorcycle Safety Conference in Germany, with the 6th semi-annual conference 
taking place this October. In 2001 and 2006, Mr. Buche chaired the steering 
committee for the MSF hosted International Motorcycle Safety Conferences 
(IMSC) in the U.S. 
 
In 2000, the MSF produced The MSF Guide to Group Riding  and launched an 
off-highway motorcycle training program, DirtBike School .  In 2001, the MSF 
successfully launched a revision to its core curriculum, the Basic 
RiderCourseSM .  MSF launched the MSF ScooterSchool 1 in December 2004. 
Under Buche’s guidance, MSF has stepped up the pace in updating training aids 
like the BRC video, and is in the process of revising the Common Road motorist  
awareness video. The MSF has expanded its roster of standalone mini-curricula 
by introducing the Group Riding Kit ,  Riding Straight  module, and the Seasoned 
Rider  module. 
 
Thomas Chadwick Burns  is Manager of the Motorcycle Safety Program at the 
Georgia Department of Driver Services, and currently serves as Vice-
Chairperson of the State Motorcycle Safety Association (SMSA).  He is certified 
as a Motorcycle Safety Foundation Instructor/RiderCoach, MSF RiderCoach 
Trainer, and examiner training specialist.   He was also the MSF Chief Instructor 
Trainer from 1986 until  1999. Mr. Burns is a Life Member of the American 
Motorcyclist  Association and a charter member of the National Motorcycle 
Safety Fund.  He holds a bachelor’s from the University of Tennessee in 
education.  He is also a Vietnam veteran who served honorably in the Air Force 
from 1967 until  1971. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel James E. Champagne was appointed Executive Director 
and Governor’s Highway Safety Representative by Governor Murphy J. Foster,  
Jr. ,  in 1996.  He began his state service in 1966 with his appointment as a state 
trooper, assigned to Troop A in Baton Rouge. 
 

  



During his career with the state police, he had numerous commands, culminating 
with his promotion to Lieutenant Colonel, Chief of Staff,  for the Louisiana State 
Police.  As the Governor’s Highway Safety Representative, Jim is helping 
Louisiana implement a wide range of highway safety programs.  In September 
2005, Colonel Champagne was elected as the Chairman of the Governors’ 
Highway Safety Association for a second term.  He also served as the Chairman 
in 2004 and served as the Vice-Chairman from 2002-2004. 
 
Colonel Champagne has a degree in criminal justice from Southeastern 
University in Hammond, Louisiana, and a diploma in police administration and 
traffic management from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.  He is a 
member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP); Louisiana 
State Troopers Association; and the Southeastern and Northwestern Alumni 
Associations.  He serves as the Vice-Chairman of the Governor’s DWI/Vehicular 
Homicide Task Force; and as a member of the Louisiana Responsible Vendor 
Board; Council on Automobile Insurance Rates and Enforcement; Railroad Task 
Force; Metropolitan Safety Council of the New Orleans Area; and the East 
Baton Rouge Mayor’s Traffic Safety Committee. 
 
Wayne Curtin  is Director of Government Affairs for Harley-Davidson Motor 
Company.  Since joining Harley-Davidson in 2000, Wayne has been responsible 
for the Motor Company’s domestic government affairs agenda and supports the 
company’s international trade activities.  Before joining Harley-Davidson, Mr. 
Curtin spent a decade in Washington, DC, as vice-president of government 
relations for the Motorcycle Riders Foundation.  He also served on the Board of 
Trustees for the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) from 1991 to 1994 
and has served on the Management Committee of AMPAC (AMA’s political 
action committee) since 1991.  Mr. Curtin served as a member of the 
Transportation Research Board’s Motorcycle and Moped Committee from 1997 
to 2002.  He is also one of Harley-Davidson’s representatives to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s quarterly motorcycle safety network 
meetings. 
 
Mr. Curtin has a bachelor’s in interdisciplinary studies and a master’s of public 
administration from the University of South Carolina.  He is currently pursuing 
a master of business administration at Loyola University of Chicago. 
 
Liz de Rome is a road safety consultant specialising in motorcycle safety and 
strategic planning.  Since 2000, she has been working with the motorcycle 
community and road safety agencies to improve motorcycle safety.  She 
developed the first  rider initiated motorcycle safety strategic plan in Australia 
for the Motorcycle Council of New South Wales (MCC).   
 
In 2003, Ms. de Rome undertook a comprehensive study of motorcycle 
protective clothing. She has used this information to produce consumer guides 
to encourage riders to make informed purchasing decisions when buying 

  



protective clothing.  The related products include two websites, booklets for 
distribution by motorcycle accessories retailers, and an information guide for 
motorcycle accessories retailers in New Zealand 
(http://www.rideforever.co.nz/).   In 2005, Ms. de Rome coordinated a seminar 
on protective clothing for the motorcycle accessories industry in Australia.  She 
is currently working in consultation with industry on the development of a 
system to rate the protective performance of motorcyclists’ clothing and 
personal equipment.   
 
Ms. de Rome manages a motorcycle safety website that is funded by the 
National Road & Motorists Association to provide information about risks and 
safety initiatives to riders (www.roadsafety.mccofnsw.org.au).  She has 
presented a number of papers on motorcycle safety issues at international 
conferences and is an Associate Fellow of the Australasian College of Road 
Safety. 
 
Steve Garets has been Director of the TEAM OREGON Motorcycle Safety 
Program at Oregon State University since 1984.  Mr. Garets is active in the 
motorcycle community, currently chairs the Transportation Research Board’s 
Motorcycle and Moped Committee (ANF30) (2006-2009); serves as member of 
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA)’s Motorcycle 
Technical Working Group, Motorcycle Operator Licensing System (2006); and 
serves as co-emphasis area manager and motorcycle guide for the National 
Cooperative Highway Research Program (2003-2006).  Mr. Garets has also 
served on the Technical Working Group, National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety 
(1998-2001); the Transportation Research Board’s Motorcycle and Moped 
Committee (1991-2006); and as a national and international motorcycle safety 
consultant and advisor in areas including rider training and education, 
curriculum development, research, l icensing, accident investigation (and as an 
expert witness), highway safety, public policy and administration, and as a 
lifetime motorcyclist .  
 
Ralph Gillmann  is Acting Chief of the Travel Monitoring and Surveys Division 
in the Office of Highway Policy Information at the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).  The division is responsible for the National 
Household Travel Survey (NHTS), the monthly Traffic Volume Trends, the 
annual Truck Weight Study, and the “Vehicle Distance Traveled by Vehicle 
Type” in the annual Highway Statistics publication.  Mr. Gillmann also leads the 
Archived Data User Service for the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
Joint Program Office.  His latest publication, titled “Accuracy Assessment of 
Traffic Monitoring Devices Vehicle by Vehicle,” will appear in the 
Transportation Research Record. 
 
Andy Goldfine  was born in Duluth MN, where he still  resides today.  He 
founded Aero Design & Manufacturing in 1982 to pioneer textile protective 
riders clothing. In 2000, Mr. Goldfine organized the Ride to Work Day advocacy 

  



program, which develops the world’s largest motorcycle event by number of 
participants. He has served on the board of directors of the American 
Motorcyclist  Association since 2005.   
 
In 1995, Mr. Goldfine rode his motorcycle across frozen Lake Superior, and in 
1996 he motorcycled 17,000 miles from Duluth to Mongolia, crossing Siberia 
and retuning via China and Japan. Motorcycling has long been, and continues to 
be, the most important part of his professional life. 
 
Jay Jackson  has been a motorcycling enthusiast since the early 1970s and 
became involved with motorcycle safety and awareness in the early 1980s. Mr. 
Jackson’s involvement in rider education started in 1985. He obtained 
certification as a motorcycle safety instructor in 1986 and as a chief instructor 
in 2000. He is also active in motorcycle licensing, off-road (OHV) education, 
and numerous motorist  awareness campaigns. His organization is responsible for 
motorcycle license examinations and is the primary contractor for rider 
education in their state. 
 
Mr. Jackson is the Executive Director for ABATE of Indiana and also serves as 
the State Director of their motorcycle safety division having held numerous 
offices and titles within ABATE over the last 25 years. He is also the Director 
of Motorcycle Safety for the Washington, D.C. based Motorcycle Rider’s 
Foundation. Additionally, he sits on the Advisory Committee for the Indiana 
Department of Education’s Motorcycle Operator Safety and Education Program 
and has participated in countless motorcycle safety and awareness forums, 
panels and working groups. 
 
Jay Joseph  is the Manager of Product Regulations and Safety for American 
Honda Motor Co., Inc. In this role, Mr. Joseph works with each of the Honda 
product l ines, including Automobile, Motorcycle and Power Equipment – 
spanning a product range that includes automobiles and light trucks, 
motorcycles, ATVs, personal watercraft,  marine engines, lawnmowers, and other 
gas-powered small engine products.  Mr. Joseph joined Honda in 1998 and 
worked in external communication and product planning positions in the 
automobile division prior to starting his current job. 
 
A graduate of the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point, Mr. Joseph holds a 
bachelor of science degree in communication and a minor in art and design. Mr. 
Joseph is married and resides in southern California. 
 
Major Dan Lonsdorf  is the Director of Wisconsin’s Highway Safety Office, 
located in the state’s Department of Transportation, and is charged with 
coordinating highway safety behavioral improvement projects and programs.  
Major Lonsdorf is an executive board member of the Governor’s Highway 
Safety Association, representing the Great Lakes Region.  As Director, Major 
Lonsdorf oversees the annual transfer of millions in federal highway safety 

  



dollars back into Wisconsin for highway safety initiatives, designed to improve 
the quality of life for all  users of the state’s transportation system.  Wisconsin 
is home to both Harley-Davidson and Miller Brewing.   
 
As a Major in the Highway Patrol, Major Lonsdorf has broad experience in 
management of highway safety strategies, including supervising a vast range of 
state patrol traffic safety initiatives, such as: motor carrier safety, aircraft  and 
motorcycle patrols, work zone enforcement, crash reconstruction, and fleet 
management of more than 500 patrol cars.  A state trooper for more than 26 
years, Major Lonsdorf patrolled the interstate highways around Wisconsin’s 
capitol city of Madison and detected and arrested over 900 impaired drivers 
during his 13-year tenure as a patrol trooper.  He has an extensive background 
in drunk driving countermeasures and was instrumental in introducing and 
teaching Standardized Field Sobriety Testing across the state in the 1980s. An 
avid motorcycle rider since the age of 14, Major Lonsdorf has logged more than 
100,000 miles touring across much of America.   
 
Ted R. Miller ,  Ph.D., is a safety economist and directs the Public Services 
Research Institute of the Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation. He is 
among the most widely published analysts of injury costs and prevention 
savings, with more than 180 articles, books, and proceedings papers. Dr. Miller 
has studied highway crash costs and motor vehicle insurance since 1982, 
primarily with funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation. A number 
of his studies have focused on motorcycling. Dr. Miller is a Fellow of the 
Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine. He serves on the 
editorial boards of Accident Analysis and Prevention ,  the Journal of Safety 
Research ,  and Injury Prevention .  In 1999, Dr. Miller received the Excellence in 
Science Award from the Injury Control and Emergency Health Services Section 
of the American Public Health Association. In 2005, he won the Vision Award 
from the State and Territorial Injury Prevention Director’s Association. He also 
received a Nationwide On Your Side highway safety award. 
 
Ed Moreland  is Vice President of Government Relations for the American 
Motorcyclist  Association (AMA).  The AMA is the world’s largest individual 
motorcyclist membership organization, representing over 280,000 U.S. riders 
before lawmaking bodies at the local, state, national,  and international levels. 
Mr. Moreland has been with the association for nearly 9 years. As part of his 
duties at AMA, Mr. Moreland represents the association as a member of the 
Committee on Motorcycles and Mopeds of the Transportation Research Board; 
as AMA’s NGO representative at the United Nations; and as a committee 
member of the Commission for Mobility, Transport,  Road Safety and Public 
Policy (CMT) of the Federation Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM).   
 
Before joining AMA, Mr. Moreland served on the staffs of U.S. Representative 
Rod Grams and U.S. Senator David Durenberger, both of Minnesota.  Mr. 

  



Moreland earned a BA in political science from the University of Minnesota and 
has been an avid motorcyclist for over 20 years. 
 
Pat Murphy is Vice President,  Research, Standards and Technology, for the 
Motorcycle Industry Council,  Inc. (MIC).  For more than 25 years at MIC, Ms. 
Murphy’s work has focused on tracking industry trends in all forms by 
publishing statistical annuals, conducting owner surveys and other original 
research, and managing industry reporting systems that include retail  sales, 
retail outlets, and owner mailing files.   
 
Ms. Murphy also manages the PSPSM project to streamline data communications 
between dealers and their suppliers. Ms. Murphy is a recognized leader in the 
electronic business transaction standardization field and regularly consults with 
colleagues in other industry organizations. 
 
Before joining the MIC, Pat worked for 6 years in the marketing department at  
Kawasaki Motors Corp.,  U.S.A. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University of California – Irvine. 
 
Raymond Joseph Ochs ,  Ed.D., is Director of Training Systems for the 
Motorcycle Safety FoundationDr. Ochs has over 35 years of experience in 
education and training. Beginning his career as a high school teacher in 1970, he 
entered academia serving as a graduate assistant at the Driver Education 
Instructional Demonstration Center at Indiana State University. In 1972, he was 
appointed lecturer at Appalachian State University in North Carolina, where he 
taught undergraduate safety courses, managed laboratory functions for the 
traffic safety teacher preparation program, implemented a motorcycle safety 
workshop for driver education teachers, and served as a consultant for the North 
Carolina Department of Education. In 1974, Dr. Ochs was appointed instructor 
for the Driver Education Center at East Carolina University, where he taught 
undergraduate and graduate programs in driver and traffic safety education, 
expanded the motorcycle rider education curriculum offered by the university, 
and collaborated in the development of the state motorcycle safety program.  
 
In 1976, Dr. Ochs joined the faculty of Eastern Kentucky University (EKU), 
where he was appointed assistant professor at the Traffic Safety Institute; later 
he earned full  professor rank and became the Institute’s Coordinator. Serving 
EKU for 27 years, Dr. Ochs was responsible for expanding the undergraduate 
curriculum in driver and traffic safety education, implementing several new 
courses, assisting in the development of legislation for the state motorcycle 
safety program, and serving as project director for several state education 
projects. These projects included administrative, supervisory, and curriculum 
development functions related to the state traffic school program, the state 
alcohol driver education program, the state motorcycle safety rider education 
program, the state driver education and teacher preparation programs, and the 
university’s continuing education program. Dr. Ochs also held instructor-trainer 

  



certifications for the National Safety Council’s Defensive Driving Program, the 
General Motors Advanced Driver Education Program, and the AAA Driver 
Improvement Program. 
Dr. Ochs became a certified MSF Instructor in 1973 and a Chief Instructor in 
1980. He was a charter member of the Rider Education and Training System 
Oversight and Development Team. He currently serves as MSF Director of 
Training Systems where he oversees curriculum development projects and 
RiderCoach certification processes, as well as RiderCoach Trainer certification 
and professional development activities. 
 
Dr. Ochs received his Bachelor’s Degree in secondary education from Northwest 
Missouri State University, completed a Master’s Degree in health and safety at 
Indiana State University, and earned a doctor of education degree in educational 
psychology from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
 
Brett Robinson is Vice President,  Highway Safety Services, LLC, a company 
that specializes in highway traffic safety and driver’s license test administration 
with a mission to provide consultation in the development and planning of 
programs to ensure that agencies, companies, and jurisdictions implement 
effective highway safety countermeasures.  Mr. Robinson joined Highway Safety 
Services, LLC in May 2005 as the Vice President and is responsible for all  
administrative functions, business development, project management and project 
development.   
 
Before joining Highway Safety Services, LLC, Mr. Robinson was a Vice 
President with the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators 
(AAMVA) Programs Division, where he was responsible for all  driver’s l icense 
and driver’s testing functions, including the maintenance of driver testing 
systems and training curricula; he also managed programs for driver examiner 
training and certification.  
 
Before joining AAMVA in 1996, Mr. Robinson held a position with the Highway 
Safety Center at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  In this position, he 
served as a lead instructor for a truck driver-training program, emergency 
vehicle operation courses and as a regional director of a statewide motorcycle 
safety program.  Additionally, he was involved in curriculum development and 
instructor training in these disciplines.  
 
Mr. Robinson has been involved with examiner and instructor training, 
including curriculum development, within the Commercial Driver Licensing 
(CDL) Program, driver training, motorcycle safety and fraudulent document 
recognition.  Mr. Robinson was a certified Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) 
Chief Instructor from 1992 – 2000. 
 
Umesh Shankar  is the Chief of the Data Reporting Branch in the Mathematical 
Analysis Division of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 

  



(NHTSA) National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA).  In his position, 
Mr. Shankar leads a team in the analyses and presentation of crash data that 
support NHTSA’s research, safety assurance, traffic safety programs, planning 
and policy and government performance targets.  Mr. Shankar’s main focus in 
the analyses has been motorcycles, pedestrians, alcohol and rollovers.  He has 
extensively analyzed the fatal crash data and published several reports and 
research notes on motorcycles.  He has also published reports on pedestrian 
fatalities, fatalities in rollovers and child safety.  Mr. Shankar has been invited 
to speak at several traffic safety conferences, which include SMSA, Lifesavers, 
CDC, GHSA, TRB, Traffic Records Forum, AAMVA and others on several 
motor vehicle crash topic areas. 
 
In October 2002, Mr. Shankar took the Motorcycle Rider Training and Education 
course in Maryland and is licensed to ride a motorcycle. 
 
Prior to joining NHTSA, Mr. Shankar worked in private consulting for over 20 
years.  Mr. Shankar holds a B.S. in Engineering from India and two M.S. 
degrees in Engineering from Texas and Maryland. 
 
David F. Snyder  is Vice President and Assistant General Counsel for the 
American Insurance Association (AIA), specializing in automobile insurance 
and other transportation issues, international trade, insurance regulatory issues, 
and legal reform. His responsibilities include drafting legislation and 
regulations, testifying, managing litigation, working with other interested public 
and private sector parties, and communicating with the media. 
 
Mr. Snyder recently served as Chairman of the Insurance Committee of the 
Coalition of Service Industries, a broad-based business group representing the 
interests of the major U.S. services industries in international trade 
negotiations. He has also recently appeared as an interested party expert before 
the National Transportation Safety Board on its investigation of chronic health 
conditions that may adversely affect driving safety and was a panelist  for the 
Transportation Research Board on truck safety benchmarking issues. He is 
currently an expert on a panel on setting speed limits and has recently presented 
at programs on electronic data recorders (black boxes) and truck driver hours of 
service. 
 
Mr. Snyder joined AIA in 1987 after working for Nationwide Insurance, 
managing government affairs in its largest premium volume state. He left  AIA in 
1990 to work for State Farm Insurance Company and later returned to AIA. Prior 
to these positions, he served the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as General 
Counsel of the Commerce Department, Deputy Attorney General in Torts 
Litigation, and Legislative Liaison for the Insurance Department. Earlier,  he 
worked the U.S. Department of Transportation and the U.S. Fire Administration. 
These positions included trial and appellate litigation, in-house legal counsel, 
and government affairs responsibilities. 

  



 
Mr. Snyder graduated magna cum laude from Dickinson College in Pennsylvania 
and graduated from the George Washington University Law School in 
Washington, D.C. He is licensed to practice in the District  of Columbia, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia and in several federal courts. He is also a chartered 
property and casualty underwriter (CPCU). 
 
Carol H. Tan  attended Texas A&M University, receiving a B.S. in civil  
engineering in 1988 and a M.S. in civil engineering in 1991. She attended the 
Pennsylvania State University, receiving a Ph.D. in civil engineering in 2005. 
From 1991 to 2001, she was the Program Manager for Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Safety Research at the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in the Office 
of Safety Research and Development. In 2002, she became the Team Leader of 
Safety Management in the FHWA's Office of Safety Research and Development. 
In addition to her duties as Team Leader, Dr. Tan is also the program manager 
for the FHWA’s Highway Safety Information System. 
 
David Thom  was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1955 and has lived in 
Southern California since 1965.  He is an active motorcyclist  and bicyclist,  both 
on- and off-road. Mr. Thom’s Master’s thesis topic at the University of Southern 
California was basilar skull fractures in fatal motorcycle accidents. He is 
currently Chairman of the National Academies Transportation Research Board 
Motorcycle and Moped Committee (A3B14), and was one of the drafters of the 
National Agenda for Motorcycle Safety in 2000.  
 
Mr. Thom sits on national and international helmet committees and has been 
deeply involved in research to update the Federal motorcycle helmet standard 
(FMVSS 218). Mr. Thom assisted the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) Z90 helmet committee in promulgating the 1984 Bicycle helmet standard 
and has been a member of the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) F08.53 helmet committee for the last decade. The ASTM F1447 bicycle 
helmet standard was used as the basis for CFR 1203, the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) standard on bicycle helmets. Other ASTM standards 
developed by the F08.53 Committee include helmets for equestrian, skating, 
football,  and snow sports.   
 
Mr. Thom started his motorcycle safety career in 1977 working on the DOT-
sponsored Motorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification of 
Countermeasures, commonly known as the “Hurt Report .” This study of 900 
motorcycle accidents in the Los Angeles area is still  the most comprehensive 
and largest study of motorcycle accidents ever done in the United States. More 
recently, Mr. Thom worked with the Head Protection Research Laboratory and 
Chulalongkorn University in Thailand on a similar study involving 1,082 
crashes. Mr. Thom has appeared on television, radio and national magazines 
regarding helmets and has testified before the California State Assembly about 
helmet effectiveness and the California Senate on motorcycle safety. His 

  



research activities and publications have explored motorcycles, helmets of all  
types, injuries and injury mechanisms. 
 
Dean Thompson is Director of Communications for the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation (MSF). Mr. Thompson has worked in the communications field and 
motorcycle industry since graduating with a master’s in business administration 
from the University of Southern California in 1980. As director, Mr. Thompson 
oversees MSF’s communications programs, including media relations and efforts 
to publicize key safety messages for both riders and motorists.  The 
communications group also develops public education and awareness programs, 
with key initiatives that bring attention to matters including motorist  awareness 
of motorcyclists,  the misuse of alcohol, and the importance of training. In 
addition, the group produces brochures, booklets, and such publications as Safe 
Cycling  and MSF/PERSPECTIVES  (http://online.msf-usa.org/perspectives/) for 
the rider safety education and training community. 
 
Before joining MSF in 2005, Mr. Thompson worked with American Honda’s 
advertising agency for more than 20 years. As senior vice president, Mr. 
Thompson directed various Honda marketing communications programs. Over 
the course of his career, he has been responsible for the development and 
implementation of numerous safety-related communications efforts,  including 
many industry firsts.  He has also appeared as a subject matter expert before the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission and the U.S. Department of Justice.  In 
addition to his extensive communications and industry experience, Mr. 
Thompson brings to his work the added perspective acquired from his lifelong 
love of riding. 
 
Ronald L. Thompson is Motorcycle Safety Program Manager for the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation, Bureau of Transportation Safety.  Mr. Thompson 
graduated from high school in 1962, served as a machinist mate in the Navy and 
worked in industry until  entering the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in 
1967.  He received his Bachelor’s Degree in May of 1972, with majors in safety 
education and sociology and received his Master’s Degree in December of 1984 
in traffic safety.  He received the UW-Whitewater Outstanding Recent Alumni 
Award in 1994. 
 
Ron joined the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety in 1973 and worked for 
two years as a field representative.  He was assigned for one year to the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, Department of Safety Education, where he 
developed the Wisconsin Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Plan.  He then rejoined 
the Office of Highway Safety and worked as a Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 
Specialist for seven years, serving on several state and federal committees.  Ron 
is presently working as the Motorcycle Safety Program Manager for the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Bureau of Transportation Safety.  He 
has held that position for 25 years. 
 

  



Mr. Thompson commutes 75 miles round trip regularly by motorcycle and does 
some motorcycle touring.  He is a Motorcycle Safety Foundation-certified Chief 
Instructor/RiderCoach, a life member of the American Motorcyclists’ 
Association and the BMW Motorcycle Owners of America, and serves as a 
liaison to the WisDOT Motorcycle Safety Advisory Council .  He served as 
chairperson on the Executive Committee of the National Association of State 
Motorcycle Safety Administrators (SMSA) from 1994-1996.  Mr. Thompson 
currently serves on the SMSA Executive Committee and as chairperson of the 
Government and Industry Affairs Committee.  
 
Paul Varnsverry is Technical Director for PVA Technical File Services 
Limited, England.  Mr. Varnsverry is an internationally respected expert in the 
field of design, development, prototyping, testing, and manufacture of 
protective clothing for motorcyclists, with an involvement stretching back some 
27 years. An independently accredited consultant and expert witness, he holds 
the honorary position of British Standards Institution (BSI) Principal Technical 
Expert and acts as Specialist  Technical Advisor to the Association of Chief 
Police Officers of England and Wales (ACPO) Motorcycle Project Group. He 
also contributes his expertise to the British Motorcyclists’ Federation.  
 
Mr. Varnsverry has been at the forefront of developing standards for 
motorcyclists’ protective clothing since 1984, and was responsible for finalising 
European Standard EN 13595. He works with manufacturers across the globe, 
developing new motorcycle clothing concepts and also presents lectures 
internationally. He has recently contributed a chapter on new innovations in 
textile clothing for motorcyclists to the publication “Textiles for Protection.”  A 
keen motorcyclist for almost 30 years and holder of two advanced motorcycling 
qualifications, Mr. Varnsverry regularly attends meetings, both in the UK and 
across Europe, by motorcycle. 
 
Wayne Wierson  is Coordinator of A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa’s “Share the Road” 
program.  Mr. Wierson joined ABATE in 2002 after a van crossed the center 
line, leaving two members of his group critically injured and three dead while 
he walked away with a scratch on his finger.  The sense of loss left  him with a 
keen desire to make drivers aware of motorcycles and the damage that can occur 
when drivers are not paying attention.  In the past year, Mr. Wierson has 
presented A.B.A.T.E. of Iowa’s “Share the Road” program to over 60 groups, 
including students enrolled in public and private driver education courses; 
service groups such as the Kiwanis, Rotary, and Friends of Service; and 
professional organizations such as the Iowa Association of Safety Education and 
the Motorcycle Research Foundation’s Meeting of the Minds.  In March 2005, 
Mr. Wierson was asked to become a permanent presenter in Two Wheel Trauma, 
a 6-hour continuing education class that instructs emergency personnel in 
dealing with motorcycle accidents and victims. Mr. Wierson works full-time as a 
laboratory analyst with the city of Ames, and all his activities regarding “Share 
the Road” are performed on a voluntary basis.  

  



 
Diane Wigle  is Chief of the Safety Countermeasures Division, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), U.S. Department of 
Transportation.  In that position she manages the division responsible for the 
development of highway safety programs addressing motorcycle, pedestrian, 
bicycle, pupil transportation, and older road user safety.  Ms. Wigle has been 
involved in motorcycle safety since 1989 when she was selected to manage the 
agency’s motorcycle safety program.  In that position, she directed the agency's 
activities in all  aspects of motorcycle safety, including rider training and 
education, licensing, protective equipment, and impaired riding.  
 
In her 21-year career at the Department of Transportation, Ms. Wigle has 
worked in NHTSA’s Office of Rulemaking, Rocky Mountain Region Office, and 
in the Office of Traffic Injury Control.   She has also worked in the Office of the 
Secretary of Transportation’s Policy Office, where she served as the 
departmental liaison to the United States Architectural and Transportation 
Barriers Compliance Board, and served a 2-year detail  to the Secretary’s office 
working on highway safety issues involving youth.  Among her many awards, 
she has received the Chairperson’s Award from the National Association of 
State Motorcycle Safety Administrators and twice received the Secretary of 
Transportation’s Award for Meritorious Achievement. 
 
John Zellner  is President and Technical Director of Dynamic Research 
Incorporated, California, which does applied research, development, and 
consulting for the U.S. government and for the motor vehicle industry, including 
individual manufacturers, worldwide. Mr. Zellner holds Bachelors and Masters 
degrees in aeronautical engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Since 
1973, Mr. Zellner’s activities have focused on vehicle dynamics, stability and 
control,  human factors, biomechanics, crash protection, accident investigation, 
and risk-benefit  analyses. He has been principal investigator on a large number 
of instrumented test  and simulation studies involving advanced crash avoidance 
and crash protection systems; crash simulations; driver behavior experiments; 
accident reconstructions; development of test  procedures and performance 
metrics and criteria; development of crash dummies, instrumentation systems, 
and remotely controlled vehicles; development of computer simulations of 
humans and vehicles; and development of injury criteria.  
 
In the motorcycle area, Mr. Zellner was project engineer in NHTSA's first 
studies in the 1970s of motorcycle handling and stability, and principal 
investigator in NHTSA's studies of motorcycle antilock brakes and other 
advanced brake systems. He has led DRI’s team in its research into motorcycle 
leg protectors; in its development of a crash research methodology for the 
worldwide motorcycle industry during the 1980s and 1990s; and in motorcycle 
airbag research beginning in 1990 until  the present. Mr. Zellner is a U.S. 
delegate to the International Standards Organization, Road 
Vehicles/Motorcycles Working Group 22, which developed "Test and analysis 

  



procedures for rider protective devices fit ted to motorcycles." He is a member 
of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development committee on 
Motorcycle In-depth Accident Investigation Methods. Currently, Mr. Zellner 
serves as principle investigator for a motorcycle industry study of daytime 
lighting systems and conspicuity and for NHTSA’s joint project with a United 
Nations Working Group, for developing test procedures for motorcycle antilock 
brake systems. This is part of a UN project to develop a global technical 
regulation for motorcycle brake systems, which is expected to be among the first 
worldwide safety regulations in the motor vehicle field. 
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